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Artists usually
let their work
speak for
them, prefer-
ring more

expression than explana-
tion. So a new Art
League of Long Island
exhibit titled “Black
Voices” offers a rare
opportunity to not only
examine the work of 21
artists from Long Island,
Queens and Brooklyn,
but to hear them discuss
their pieces and the
creation of them in
video interviews.

The artists include
painter Ann Tanksley of Great Neck;
sculptor David Byer-Tyre of Farming-
dale; Robert Carter and his wife,
Panchita Carter, of Dix Hills, an oil
painter and jewelry designer, respec-
tively; and Ernani Silva, a collage and
mixed-media artist who splits his
time between Florida and Massape-
qua.

“To be an artist is always a chal-
lenge, overcoming things in life,” said
Silva, 68, who has a studio in Brook-
lyn and also is exhibiting his work at
the African American Museum in
Hempstead. “My studio is my sanctu-
ary. That’s my church.”

The exhibit is on
display in Dix Hills at
the Jeanie Tengelsen
Gallery. It coincides with
the recently observed
Martin Luther King Jr.
federal holiday and
Black History Month in
February. On its website,
the Art League said the
exhibit is meant to “initi-
ate a dialogue between
the individual Long
Island communities —
all of whom, together,
make up the larger Long
Island community.”

Some of the featured
artists spoke to Newsday

recently about what motivates them,
inspires their work and how they pay
it forward.

— TRACY M. BROWN, LI LIFE EDITOR

A kaleidoscope of creations
and the inspirations behind them

COVERSTORY

BLACK VOICES
WHEN Through Feb. 21
WHERE 107 E. Deer Park Rd., Dix Hills;
Jeanie Tengelsen Gallery
HOURS 9 a.m.-9 p.m. Monday to Thurs-
day; 9 a.m-4 p.m. Friday; 11 a.m. -4 p.m.
Saturday and Sunday
ADMISSION Free
ARTISTS RECEPTION 3-5 p.m. today
INFO 631-462-5400, artleagueli.net

David Byer-Tyre, above, at
his Copiague welding shop.
Right, his “Imported From
Africa — Made in America.”
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ON THE COVER Artist
Robert Carter, who works
in oils, at his home in Dix
Hills. He and his wife,
Panchita Carter, a jewelry
designer, have pieces in
the Art League show.
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Sculptor David
Byer-Tyre, 45,
Farmingdale
A bit of background:
Byer-Tyre teaches sociology
part-time at Farmingdale
State College. For nine years,
he was the director of the
African American Museum
of Nassau County in Hemp-
stead. He also works with
the Long Island Educational
Opportunity Center at Farm-
ingdale State, which pro-
vides academic and voca-
tional training programs to
disadvantaged students.
“Education is very much
what my artwork is about,”

Byer-Tyre said. “Being able
to provide art to fill in that
gap. This center is helping to
do that.”
Who or what inspires you?

“My work is inspired both
by the history of African-
Americans in this country
and our struggle for inclusion
in American society, and
justice. All of my recent work
involves Black Lives Matter,
the intensity of violence
against people of African
descent and what does it
mean in modern society for
blacks to be isolated or
treated as ‘the other.’ ”
What do you want your art-
work to reflect?

“To raise a level of con-

sciousness about what
African-Americans are expe-
riencing daily and to make
historical connections to
what African-Americans are
experiencing in the modern
world.”
What advice do you have for
artists in any stage of their
career?

“You have to be true to
yourself and understand that
art is an extension of some-
thing you have to say. You
have to be committed to it.
You have to know about
your history or your art
won’t have purpose.”
Parting words: “My art is
about a truth that often goes
untold.”

Also in the show...

PHILIPPE ANDRE PREVIL “Maman Gran,” above, is an oil on
panel by Previl, below, who splits his time between Valley
Stream and Los Angeles.
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For more ‘Black Voices’ artists, E6-9
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